
 

 

 

Making Moves in Massachusetts                             January 2018    
 

Expanding in MA  
 
Lawrence-based Hooke Laboratories tripled 
its research and development space at  
Heritage Park. The company has two lines of 
business in the biotech industry. Read more  
here. 
 
Daily fantasy sports site, DraftKings, plans 
to hire more than 200 people this year 
before it moves to a 105K SF office in  
Boston's Back Bay in 2019. Read more here. 
 
Charlton-based medical manufacturer MTD 
Micro Molding is looking to expand its current 
16K SF location by another 12K SF in the next 
year. Read more here.  
 
New York-based grocery store Wegmans is in 
the process of opening a 146K+ SF location in 
the Natick Mall. They will be hiring upwards 
of 500 employees and will open Spring 2018. 
Read more here.  
 
Delta announces daily flights to Charleston and 
Aruba from Boston Logan Airport Summer 
2018. Read more here. 
 
Dublin, Ireland-based Accenture is looking to 
expand to Boston with a 52K+ SF location and 
hire over 400 new employees by 2020. Read 
more here. 
 
MGM Springfield has begun building for the 
casino's opening in Fall 2018. They will be  
hiring 2,000 to 3,000 employees and their 
facility will span over 760K SF. Read more  
here.  
 
 

New Products & Funding 
  
After moving its headquarters to Boston, True 
Fit, which uses technology to help online 
clothes and shoe shoppers find the perfect 
fit, secured $55 million. Read more here.  
 
Cancer drug startup, Aura Biosciences in 
Cambridge, secured $30 million, which it  
plans to use to hire more employees. Read 
more here. 
 
Digital ad startup, ViralGains, based in  
Boston, secured $13.5 million. Read 
more here. 
 
Cambridge-based startup Asimov secured 
$4.7 million to scale and grow customers in 
diverse areas. The company uses computer-
aided design to engineer biology. Read 
more here. 
 
The Massachusetts Manufacturing 
Innovation Initiative and the Massachusetts 
Technology Collaborative announced a $3.9 
million grant for research and development of 
the Defense Fabric Discovery Center. Read 
more here. 
 
Based in Boston, Internet service startup  
Starry, Inc. secured $31 million. Read more  
here. 
 
Battery maker Vionx, based in Woburn, 
secured $5 million. Read more here. 
 
Milford-based software company  
Connected2Fiber secured $8 million 
investment. Read more here.  
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Gene editing startup Homology Medicines'  
new headquarters will be a 67K SF space in  
Bedford. Read more here.  
 
Israel-based EarlySense, developer of the 
EverOn contact-free patient monitoring 
system, is moving its office from Waltham 
to Woburn for a total of 7,700 SF of office and 
lab space.  Read more here.   
 
Tech firm Salsify, is moving its headquarters 
from Government Center to Downtown 
Crossing in Summer 2018. Read more here.  
 
Boston Sword and Tuna, which has doubled 
its number of employees over the past three 
years, will take over 40K SF of a Massport-
controlled facility in Boston.  Read more here.  
 
Waterfront Cold Store, LLC opened a 36K SF 
cold storage facility in New Bedford. Read 
more here. 

Welcoming Companies New to MA 
 
MassEcon's 10th Annual Corporate Welcome 
Reception will take place in late March at Sanofi 
Genzyme in Cambridge. The event is a great 
way for Massachusetts' ambassadors to say 
thank you to companies for investing in the 
state and to introduce them to the rich 
Massachusetts network.  
 
Click here to nominate a company new to 
Massachusetts (February 16 deadline). 
 
 

  

Boston-based startup Lovepop, which uses 
design software and laser cutters to make 3-D 
greeting cards, secured $12.5 million. In the 
past year, the company more than doubled its 
employee count to about 600 people. Read 
more here. 
 
WPI and QCC partnered and secured a $4 
million grant for a new photonics lab that will 
be used for hands-on learning. Read more  
here.  
 
Newton-based software company Paytronix 
Systems Inc. secured $65 million. Read 
more here.  
 
Biotech firm Pandion Therapeutics, based 
in Cambridge, secured $58 million to develop 
biospecific antibodies to treat autoimmune and 
inflammatory diseases. Read more here. 
 
Boston-based startup Voatz secured $2.2 
million to help make voting more safe and 
trustworthy. Read more here. 
 
UMass Center for Data Science secured a $5.5 
million grant from the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative to support "Computable Knowledge" 
project. Read more here.  
 
Waltham biotech company Sarepta 
Therapeutics secured $8 million. Read 
more here.  
 
Norwood-based Corbus Pharmaceuticals 
secured $25 million to help fund an upcoming 
drug study. Read more here. 

 
  

 

 
 

Ambassadors @ Work 
 

Welcome to the "Age of the Employee" Conference 
On March 9, MassTLC will be hosting this conference at Bentley University, focusing on how innovation in recruitment, 
employer branding, communications, functional alignment and technology are part of the employee experience and talent 
engagement strategy. Read more here. 
 

BusinessWest is Looking for Nominees for its 40 Under Forty List 
Every year, BusinessWest compiles a list of individuals from Western Massachusetts who have displayed business success 
and potential. If you know someone who deserves to be on this list, nominate him or her here by February 16.  
 

Mass TLC's 3rd Annual NewCo Boston Event  
From April 10-12, Mass TLC will be hosting its 3rd Annual NewCo Boston Event, highlighting some of the most innovative 
companies in the region. See a list of all of the companies who will be attending here.  
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Notes on the Economy    
 

The most recent MassBenchmarks highlights the economic evolution of Massachusetts, including current trends and future 
challenges.  
 
The Executive Office of Labor and Workforce Development and the Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics recently announced that 
Massachusetts added 63,000 new jobs in 2017. At the end of December, the unemployment rate had fallen from 3.6% 
to 3.5%. Read more here. 
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If you have information for our next newsletter, contact Annie O'Connell 
at 617.924.4600 x 13 or email aoconnell@massecon.com. 
  
Interested in MassEcon membership? Click here. 
 
The Massachusetts Alliance for Economic Development is a private, non-profit 
partnership of business and government dedicated to the economic growth of 
the Commonwealth. 
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