
 

 

 

Making Moves in Massachusetts July 2015 
  

Expanding in MA 
  
Chelmsford's data technology company, 
Datawatch, moved its headquarters to a 20K 
SF larger space in Bedford. Read more here.  
 
Google added another 50K SF to last year's 
300K SF expansion in Cambridge's Kendall 
Square. Read more here. 
  
French biopharmaceutical firm, LFB Group, will 
use $37 million for a 65K SF expansion in 
Marlborough that will bring 50 jobs over the 
next decade. Read more here.   
  
Business analytics firm InsightSquared, and 
architecture firm ARC, are moving from 
Cambridge to Boston's Back Bay, with 
InsightSquared's new 45K SF expansion and 
ARC's 19K SF space. Read more here. 
 
Genzyme will be restructured as Sanofi 
Genzyme, expanding its cancer and immun-
ology programs with plans to expand globally 
and within Massachusetts. Read more here.  
  
SHYFT Analytics plans to add 30 employees 
over the next year, and double its Waltham 
office space to 25K SF to support its new 
health tech offerings. Read more here.  
 
GE Healthcare will invest $27 million in a 
new expansion and move its U.S. headquarters 
to a 210K SF facility in Marlborough, hiring 
230 new employees, with plans to hire 100 
more in the next year. Read more here. 
 
Pfizer will expand its Cambridge location by 
130K SF and house up to 1,000 employees, 
while continuing to focus on rare diseases, 
neuroscience, and advanced biotherapeutic 
technologies. Read more here. 

New Products & Funding 
 
Boston's 908 Devices secured $13 million to 
develop the handheld, simple mass 
spectrometry device that is expected to change 
the way biotech researchers analyze molecular 
makeup. Read more here.  

Across Massachusetts, 65 cities will receive 
$26 million in federal funding to go toward 
housing, infrastructure improvements, 
education and other social services. Read more 
here.  
  
Organic salad retail chain, Sweetgreen, 
secured $35 million which is its largest 
financing round to date, and the company plans 
to use the money to expand in new locations. 
Read more here.  

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
granted $8.9 million toward clean energy 
projects to more than 50 communities 
across the state. Read more here.  
 
Norwell-based technology company  
AcadiaSoft raised $30 million to develop a 
new financial services technology. Read more 
here. 

Gingko Bioworks, a Boston-based synthetic 
biology startup, received a $45 million 
investment to expand its robotics lab and 
hire15-20 employees.  Read more here.   

Cambridge-based, Ra Pharmaceuticals  
secured $58.8 million to help develop a 
drug that will treat a rare blood disorder. Read 
more here. 

Bourne, Freetown, and Hadley received $1.1 
million from the Massachusetts Clean 
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Two Leominster companies, Allied Resin 
Technologies and First Plastics Corp. joined 
to manufacture new plastic product lines and 
create 50 new jobs. Read more here.  
  
Japanese e-commerce company Rakuten Inc. 
will bring its artificial intelligence research to 
Boston with the opening of a new R&D facility. 
Read more here. 

 
  

Energy Center for biogas projects that will 
transform organic waste into energy. Read 
more here.  

Technology database company NuoDB of 
Cambridge is quickly growing, with 
more than $35 million in venture funding as 
well as doubling its current square footage to a 
new 16K SF space. Read more here.  

  

 

 
 

Ambassadors @ Work 
 

Finalists Announced for MassEcon 12th Annual Economic Impact Awards 
Twenty-one companies from across the Bay State have been selected as finalists for the 2015 Team Massachusetts Economic 
Impact Awards. These finalists represent companies from Boston to the Berkshires who have demonstrated job growth, 
investment, facility expansion and contributions to their communities. The finalists will present short "pitches" describing 
their growth in the Commonwealth to a panel of judges and business leaders at the Finalists Reception at Nutter McLennen & 
Fish LLP in Boston on September 16. Click here to see the full list of finalists and learn more about the event. Find out how 
you can become an event sponsor here. 
 

Help Market Needham and Newton's N2 Corridor 
The Newton-Needham Chamber of Commerce is seeking proposals from a qualified firm to develop an economic 
development and marketing plan for N2 Corridor region of the City of Newton and Town of Needham. Click here for more 
information. 

MassRobotics Begins to Take Off 
MassRobotics is beginning to take form, with discussions underway with Massachusetts Technology 
Collaborative. Vecna's CTO Daniel Theobald, a key player in MassRobotics, met with Governor Baker and Secretary of 
Housing & Economic Development Jay Ash to advocate for the initiative.  Read more here. 
  

Finalists Announced for MassTLC 18th Annual Leadership Awards  
MassTLC announced its finalist companies in various categories such as CEO of the Year, Start-up to Watch, and Innovative 
Technology of the Year. Read more about the finalists here.  
  

MassChallenge Introduces 128 Finalists 
Recently, MassChallenge hosted a startup showcase featuring its 128 start-up companies chosen as 2015 MassChallenge 
finalists who are competing for various grants of $50,000-$100,000. Read more here.  

 
Notes on the Economy 

  
The latest UMass Donahue Institute's MassBenchmarks notes that income and spending growth was strong in the second 
quarter and brings optimism for the future. 
 
Massachusetts experienced its 10th straight month of job gains, as well as the lowest unemployment rate in seven years 
holding at 4.6%. During the past four months, 38,900 new jobs were added in Massachusetts according to the Executive 
Office of Labor and Workforce Development. Read more here. 
 

 

  

MassEcon 
101 Walnut Street 
Watertown, MA 02472 
Phone: (617) 924-4600 
www.massecon.com 
twitter.com/MassEcon  

If you have information for our next newsletter, contact Annie O'Connell 
at 617.924.4600 x 13 or email aoconnell@massecon.com. 
  
Interested in MassEcon membership? Click here. 
 
The Massachusetts Alliance for Economic Development is a private, non-profit 
partnership of business and government dedicated to the economic growth of 
the Commonwealth. 
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