
 

 

 

Making Moves in Massachusetts                              January 2017    
 

Expanding in MA  
 
Whole Foods is moving its North American 
regional headquarters from Cambridge 
to Marlborough this spring, bringing 
about 200 jobs to the city and occupying 50K 
SF. Read more here.  
 
Akamai Technologies signed a 15-year lease 
for a new 486K SF HQ to be built near its 
current corporate office in Cambridge's 
Kendall Square. The company also agreed 
to lease an additional 150K SF in Kendall 
Square. Read more here. 
 
Dublin, Ireland-based retailer Primark will 
expand its Boston location in Downtown 
Crossing from 77,200 SF to 92,800 SF. The 
new space is expected to open this spring. Read 
more here. 
 
Amazon.com is planning to open a  
bookstore at the MarketStreet retail complex 
in Lynnfield, marking Amazon's second brick-
and-mortar bookstore in Massachusetts. The 
company is also planning a bookstore at Legacy 
Place in Dedham. Read more here. 
 
Shoe company, The Rockport Group, 
relocated its global headquarters from Canton 
to Newton and now houses 215 employees. 
Read more here. 
 
Advertising companies DigitasLBi and  
Publicis.Sapient are relocating within Boston 
to establish a joint 217K SF headquarters 
in Boston's Financial District. Read 
more here. 
  

New Products & Funding 
 
E-commerce software firm, Salsify, based in 
Boston, which provides content management 
software to brands and retailers, secured 
$30 million and plans to add 80 more 
employees. Read more here.  
 
Cambridge-based patient network,  
PatientsLikeMe, secured $100 million and is 
participating in a multi-company initiative to 
develop a deeper understanding of disease by 
merging genetic, biological, and patient-
generated data with sequencing and AI. Read 
more here.  
 
EzCater, which is based in Boston and 
connects businesses to catering companies in 
their area, secured $35 million. Read 
more here. 
 
Telecommunications company Altiostar 
Networks, based in Tewksbury, secured $27 
million and recently established a branch in 
Korea. Read more here.  
 
Boston-based Turbonomic, which helps CIOs 
in large organizations manage their data,  
secured $50 million. The company has 400 
employees, half of which are based in Boston. 
Read more here. 
 
Cambridge startup, LiquiGlide, which makes 
slippery coatings for containers, secured $16 
million to bring its MIT-born technology to 
market and adopt a new product. The company 
employs 22 and expects to add to the sales and 
engineering team this year. Read more here. 
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Spaulding Rehabilitation Company, located 
in Sandwich, completed a $6.4 million 
expansion and renovation, adding 6,230 SF. 
The company will now be able to assist 21K 
additional visitors per year. Read more here. 
 
Software provider from Washington,  
Smartsheet, will be opening up an office 
in Boston this year. Smartsheet plans to 
hire 140 employees in sales and customer 
service by the end of 2018. Read more here. 
 
Chinese appliance manufacturer Midea 
Group leased 9,1000 SF of office space 
in Medford. Read more here. 

  

Neurala, a Boston-based company which 
makes AI intelligent visual systems, 
secured $14 million as it focuses on 
developing cutting-edge technology and 
expanding its market presence. Read 
more here. 
 
Allston-based Tellus Labs, which combines 
satellite imagery with a machine learning 
platform to answer economic and environ-
mental questions, secured $3.1 million. The 
company is a graduate of MassChallenge's 2016 
accelerator class and has plans to move 
to Somerville and hire six more people. 
Read more here.  

  
 

 
 

Ambassadors @ Work 
 

Mass TLC Presents "The Future of Transportation, a Boston View" 
The City of Boston has initiatives for a bold transportation future in the next 5, 10, and 15 years. On February 16, the 
Mass Technology Leadership Council, in collaboration with Massrobotics, will discuss when, where and how technological 
advancements will change the face of transportation. Learn more and register here. 
 

Welcoming Companies New to Massachusetts  
MassEcon's Ninth Annual Corporate Welcome Reception will take place in April at Sanofi Genzyme in Cambridge. The event is 
a great way for Massachusetts' ambassadors to say thank you to companies for investing in the state and to introduce them 
to the rich Massachusetts network. Click here to nominate a company new to Massachusetts (March 3 deadline). 

 
MLSC Introduces New Funding Program 

The Massachusetts Life Sciences Center launched a new funding program, MassRamp, which will provide supplemental 
grants of up to $300,000 to early-stage life sciences companies who have received Small Business Innovation Research or 
Small Business Technology Transfer Phase I grants from the federal government. The program is designed to bridge the gap 
between federal funding, the long life sciences R&D cycle, and the high cost of producing commercially viable products. Learn 
more here.  

Recent News from Valley Venture Mentors in Springfield 
This week marked the graduation of participants in the Valley Venture Mentors (VVM) Massachusetts Manufacturing 
Accelerator. This program delivers training sessions to seven small precision manufacturers over four months to help them 
identify new revenue streams and connect them with new industries and customers. Learn more here. Last week, VVM 
announced the 36 startups for its 2017 Startup Accelerator cohort. These companies were selected from more than 200 
applicants from around the globe and represent high-quality companies from industries including technology, beauty, 
healthcare, transportation, and publishing. Learn more here. 

 
Notes on the Economy    

Governor Charlie Baker signed bill H.4774 which authorizes the state Division of Capital Asset Management and 
Maintenance (DCAMM) to convey the land parcels on the site of the former Worcester State Hospital to the Worcester 
Business Development Corp. or its nonprofit designee New Garden Park, Inc. It also requires the DCAMM commissioner to 
consult with the neighboring UMass Medical School before determining the boundaries for any part of the property sharing a 
boundary with the Brudnick Neuropsychiatric Research Institute, which is used by the medical school. The bill also enables 
the transfer of 44 acres in Worcester for Biomanufacturing under the Open for Business Initiative. Read more here. 
 
The Massachusetts unemployment rate dropped to 2.8% in December 2016 from 2.9% in November 2016. This marks 
six consecutive months of steady decreases in the unemployment rate, largely due to the 75,000 jobs added last year. 
Massachusetts' unemployment rate has not been this low since December 2000. Read more here. 
 
According to the most recent MassBenchmarks, growth in Massachusetts' gross domestic product slowed in the last quarter 
of 2016 to 0.5%. GDP growth is expected to remain slow yet steady through the first half of 2017. Labor supply will be 
a major constraining force on GDP growth as Massachusetts nears full employment. 
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